
 

 

Pag-Asa News – December 2021: An anchor of hope in times of need  
  

My dears, 

I hope you are safe and sound! I have a lot of news to report. 

Lately we have been confronted with the finiteness of life on 

earth. But the hope of eternity brings light to the darkness of 

grief, suffering and death. The arrival of Jesus on earth and his 

victory over death are really good reasons to celebrate. Let us 

enjoy the lights in the Christmas season that remind us that the 

light of the world, Jesus Christ, came to earth to save us and 

bring us hope. Then we may take joy in the Christmas message: 

 

 “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 

those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” ( NIV, Jes. 9:2)  

 

Christmas Joy  

Last year, we spread the oy of Christmas in Libjo by sharing the Christmas story, 

distributing gifts and meals for children from poor families. We gave a letter with 

the Christmas message and relief goods (food and hygiene products) to needy 

families. This year we would like to do it again. In order to promote reading, 

creativity and faith, we will give books with biblical stories and pictures for 

colouring, pens, further writing materials and candies to the children. There will 

also be a Christmas celebration for the children and youth. In Libjo, there will be 

a special Christmas feeding for children. 

 

Creativity and creative power 

When we look at the beauty and variety of this world and creation, the obvious 

conclusion is that our Creator is very creative. 

We humans are created in the image of God and He has entrusted some of His 

creativity to us. I once addressed this topic in an online devotional for the children 

in the Philippines while Ate Gina crafted paper flowers with the kids. As always, 

the kids use the regularly held classes to be creative, paint or do handicrafts and 

learn about new biblical stories. Moreover they also talk to God in these meetings. 

Like Ate Gina in Libjo, Jacqueline also leads children's lessons in Cavite as well 

as youth meetings. That is how we share God's Word. We also express in our 

deeds. Packages with food and hygiene articles for families are supposed to 

alleviate the need caused by poverty, which aggravated during the Corona crisis. 

But above all, the spiritual well-being should not be neglected, so we continue our 

online devotionals and sometimes offer letters with inspirations for faith. I recently 

spoke in a video call with one of the young people in Libjo. I was very happy to 

see how enthusiastically he was reading the Bible. He showed me several passages 

that had become important to him. He could hardly stop. It is so good to see that  

God's love and his Word generate so much impact! 

 

Crafting flowers in Libjo 

Christmas campaign 2020 

Painting and crafting during a 

Bible school class in Libjo 



 

An anchor in the storm 

I have already reported that we are providing medical aid and medication to people 

who cannot afford the treatment. I also reported about Melinda, who was seriously 

ill with cancer. Jacqueline stood by her side during her illness, Melinda found 

hope in Jesus and was able to draw strength from her faith. We have provided the 

funding for her medical examinations and medicines. Unfortunately, the medical 

examinations took very long till results emerged. Just before Melinda was due to 

start her chemo treatment, she left this world. Jacqueline also comforted her in the 

process of dying. Rudy, too, for whom we paid examination and medication a few 

months ago,  has now deceased, shortly afterwards followed by his daughter Rhea. 

Although she was seriously ill, there was no room for her in the public hospital. 

When her situation worsened, she was rushed to the hospital, but it was too late 

by then. This is very tough for her family.  

In addition, Christine, the wife of Mark Pedder, with whose mission initiative 

“John 14:12 Ministries” I cooperated, died due to a stroke. Then God recently took 

my filipino friend Wilma to be with him. I feel for their families and I am sad that 

I cannot talk to my friend any more, being torn from this life so early. In such 

stormy times - though being pressed hard – we find strength in this firm anchor: 

The hope for an eternity with God, the resurrection of the dead. Whoever belongs 

to Jesus may trust to see his deceased loves ones again.  

His light brightens the darkness, giving comfort and peace. I also experienced 

this - thankfully, though in a less severe situation. Despite a full vaccination, 

which I recently completed, I caught Corona and had to spend almost two weeks 

in quarantine. I am grateful to several people that assisted me in this situation by 

doing my shopping or the like. I had a mild course and there seem to be no after-

effects. 

 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort”. (NIV, 2. Cor 1:3) 

 

Promoting education 

Education is especially important in the fight against poverty and for a solid 

future. Emmanuel, who is of a poor background and faces many problems in his 

life, has received support from sponsors through our project. This year, he 

graduated from junior high school and will go on to senior high school. 

 

News from the team  

There are also changes in the staff again. Kathi is now so busy with professional 

education and work that she had to quit the team. At the end of December, Markus 

and Jacqueline will also leave. Jacqueline has the desire to return to the province 

to her parents and to continue her biblical training. I am very grateful for the 

cooperation and support the three have given. But we have new team members, 

too, which I am very happy about: the Filipina Cherry Mae, the Nigerian Miracle, 

who lives in Germany, and the German Julian, who is currently living in Central 

and South America. 

 

Children‘s classes with Ate Gina 

Online devotional with kids 

Jacqueline with Melinda 

Children‘s program in Cavite 



Migratory birds and bachelor thesis about a Philippine national hero 

The Philippines still keep their borders closed and I continue to work towards my 

bachelor's degree. I was also asked by a lecturer if I would like to offer a lecture 

on academic work. For this I had to be present at university. So my way led me 

back to Münster, where God opened some doors for me. I have a room in a 

centrally located student dormitory. Right next to the driveway I discovered a 

sculpture with three soaring wild geese. When I came back from the Philippines 

for the first time in 2013, I wrote a story about migratory birds, 

in which I identified with the animals that migrate a lot and are carried and guided 

by the wind of God. I felt this sculpture as a confirmation that I am currently in the 

right place in Münster. Moreover, I am very happy that I am writing my bachelor's 

thesis on the second novel by José Rizal, a national hero of the Philippines. Rizal's 

novels Noli me tangere (1887) and El Filibusterismo (1891; German title 

according to Frey 2016: Die Rebellion) were formative for the nation and are 

required reading in filipino school. Thus, even in my studies I can continue to deal 

with the country that I like so much. 

By the way, I would like to tell you that I recently visited the headquarters of 

Globe Mission and was able to meet the staff again after a long time. I also talked 

with the missions director Andreas about future plans. It was a very nice time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer requests    

Thanks  Intercession 

• for the nice visit to the Globe Mission-headquarters 

• for the team, Ate Gina, Jacqueline and the new workers  

• for the enthusiasm of the boy from Libjo for God's Word  

• for Emmanuel graduating from junior high school 

• for my recovery from Corona 

• for the centrally located dormitory room and the possibility to 

give the lecture  

• for the possibility to work on my bachelor thesis about the 

Philippines 

  

• that by the Christmas campaign the hearts 

of the people will be reached and that the 

light of Jesus reaches them 

• for comfort for the bereaved families of 

Rudy and Rhea, Christine, Melinda and 

Wilma 

• for blessings for Kathi, Markus and 

Jacqueline for their further way 

• for my bachelor thesis 

  

 

Thank you so much for your prayers and donations! This is a great help! 

God bless and keep you! Merry Christmas and a blessed new year! 

Yours Sara-Lena  

 

 
My work is based on donations. If you want to support Pag-Asa financially, you can transfer the money 

to the following account or donate via PayPal using the QR code. If donation receipts are desired, please 

send your address to Globe Mission (on the bank transfer or by email to 

claudia.vogel@globemission.org). 

  

 

Globe Mission e.V. , Evangelische Bank,   
IBAN: DE20 5206 0410 0004 0022 53, BIC: GENODEF1EK1   
Reference (!):  Project number 138 (Sara-Lena Thomsen)   

Distributing goods in Libjo 
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