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Pag-Asa News – May 2021: A Letter from Jesus 
 

Hey! I hope you’re doing well! In this letter I also want to tell you 

about the letter Jesus sent to us and I want to ask whether this letter 

has arrived yet.  

 
“You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 

ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.” (2. 

Corinthians 3,3) 

 

The life of a Christian is a letter read by the world. The question is 

what kind of letter Christians are and what kind of letter I am.  

As a university student I am often faced with texts that criticise 

Christianity. In the context of the decolonisation discourse, we 

discuss for example the colonisation of America, which is 

connected with forced Christianisation and violence. Those acts 

were committed by people pretending to have Christian motives. In 

my reading class I also had to deal with the history of the British 

Isles. Quite a lot of it is related to acts of violence in the name of 

Christianity or the respective confession. How can that be? Is it then 

still surprising that many people will be sceptical regarding 

Christianity if they read the lives of those Christians as letters who 

are, however, doing the opposite of what Jesus commanded us to 

do? And what about me? What kind of letter am I? Can people read 

the love of God in my life? This question has moved me recently.  

Even though I am not perfect and I make mistakes sometimes, I just 

want to try to mirror what Jesus taught us and the way he lived, and 

not the opposite. That’s my wish and my hope for the Pag-Asa 

ministries, too. My desire is that people don’t only hear about 

Christianity, but that they get to know God personally.  

 

A Letter to Libjo 

Recently, I sent a letter to the people in Libjo to encourage them in 

their faith. Devotions and Drawings are distributed to the children. 

Apart from words, there are also deeds: Feedings for children and 

relief good distribution, but in other frequencies this year.  

 

Hand Lettering  

We changed the structure of our Sunday Services this year. We 

upload shorter and more creative videos regularly to reach out to 

people and to strengthen them in their faith. Once a month there is 

a devotion including praise and worship. People on the Philippines, 

especially the children, appreciate creative input. Therefore, we 

produced videos that show how to draw a Bible verse (hand 

lettering). In addition to that, we created little pieces of drama 
Feedings for children in Libjo 
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connected with Christian messages as well as videos showing Bible 

verses in Tagalog and English and worship music. We also worked on 

the production of Bible stories illustrated by dramas which we are going 

to publish soon. Apart from that, we continue to be active on social media 

to spread the Word of God.  

 

Bible Quiz 

For more interaction and deeper reflection about the devotions on 

Sunday we tried out something new: We offered a Bible quiz. In January, 

we distributed it in a written format in Libjo. Recently, we incorporated 

it in our online format. Melissa created a quiz for adults and Lenie one 

for kids. The answers were handed to Ate Gina who evaluated it. The 

winners got prices about which they were really happy. 

 

News 

We were glad to be able to welcome a new team member last month: 

Marcus Wilken. I got to know him a few years ago in Münster. We were 

both part of the Students’ Mission Germany in which we worked in a 

group for international students. Now Marcus agreed to support the Pag-

Asa team through his participation. We are really glad about it! 

Furthermore, we translated our website (pag-asa.ml) into Tagalog. I’m 

very thankful for the translation work of Lenie and the upload done by 

Ángel in particular. Ángel also did a Spanish translation of our website. 

Apart from that, I was able to submit a revised profile about my work to 

my sending church (Livestone Chapel Münster) and to Globe Mission. 

Moreover, we created a funny video with outtakes in which André 

invested a lot of time. God has humour and he wants us to be joyful. 

Therefore, we hope that this video made one or the other smile in these 

hard times. 

Beyond that, we started a new branch within our ministry: medical care. 

I had already supported some sick people in need before. But now, it has 

become an official part of our ministries.  In this context, it was possible 

to finance medical treatment and medicine for two men. Among them, 

there is a man named Rudi who had swollen arms and legs, as well as 

skin problems. Through medical treatment, his swellings began to lessen 

and his health condition improved rapidly. According to doctors’ 

instructions, his body was to recover first using the medicaments. Later, 

an operation is probably needed. I’m glad that the help was so effective.  

 

Corona in Manila 

Temporarily, Ate Gina was able to offer kids ministries again with small 

groups of children who were obligated to wear a mask. Unfortunately, 

the number of Corona infections in Manila has risen dramatically in 

March and mutants spread across the Philippines. 

Consequently, we had to stop those activities. In the End 

of March and in the beginning of April, there was a new 

lockdown in Manila, but the measures are more relaxed 

now. During the hard lockdown we paused our activities 

in Libjo. After that, we returned to the distribution of 

relief goods and food for children.  

Meanwhile, I received information that there are people 

among the poor who continue working even though they 

know that they have an infection. They wouldn’t know 

how to provide for their family during a quarantine of 

fourteen days.  In that way, the virus spreads even more 

Above: Winner of the Bible quiz in 

January and April 
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rapidly. Friends of mine living in Manila were also infected. They 

isolated themselves and recovered very well. I’m thankful that they got 

though it.  

 

A Look Back: A Christmas Baby 

In the last letter the “Christmas baby” was in the thanksgiving section. 

You were probably surprised, because I didn’t mention it in the text. I 

originally wanted to tell you more in the last letter, but I was still waiting 

for my friend to give me permission to make it public. So here we are: 

Shortly before Christmas, my Philippine friend Minang asked me to pray 

for her. She expected a child. The Covid rapid test she made was 

positive. That’s why she had to make a PCR test, too. If it had been 

positive, she would have had to give birth in a tent nearby the hospital. 

And a Caesarean section could have been necessary, as she said. God 

answered our prayers. On December 25th I received a video call in which 

she presented her daughter who had been born in the morning hours. 

Fortunately, the PCR test had been negative. Praise the Lord! 

 

Dreams 

Recently, I dreamt that I was on the Philippines again. I met children 

from the streets. I was deeply touched by this dream I had at night. I 

really miss the local work with the people there. Sometimes, it feels dry 

to read those many problemoriented text of the university and doing 

ministries merely online without face-to-face interaction and personal 

encounters with the people and kids in Manila. I feel that I really miss 

the things that touch my soul and fill me with joy in a special way. I hope 

that I can finish my studies soon and that the doors to the Philippines will 

open again in a short time. 

 

 

 

Prayer requests  
 

Thanks Requests 

• for the Pag-Asa team 

and for Markus, our 

new team member 

• for the translations of 

the website, various 

creative contributions 

and online ministries 

• that Rudi’s health has 

improved 

• that my friends in 

Manila were able to 

recover from Corona 

• for the birth of a 

healthy Christmas baby 

 

• for the end of the pandemic 

globally and especially in Manila 

• for the help of God for us as 

Christians to be a letter of Christ 

that is full of his love 

• for spiritual and physical 

protection of the team, Ate Gina 

and me 

• for strength and fulfilment, that I 

can finish my studies shortly and 

that I will be able to go back to 

the Philippines soon 

• that God blesses the online 

ministries so that they touch the 

hearts of many 

 

 

 

 Pictures on this page: 

Relief goods for 

people in Libjo 
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Globe Mission e.V., Evangelische Bank, 

IBAN: DE20 5206 0410 0004 0022 53, BIC: GENODEF1EK1 

Reference (!): project number 138 (Sara-Lena Thomsen) 

Please have a look on our website: pag-asa.ml. There you can find links to our Facebook, YouTube and 

Instagram pages, too.  

 

Many thanks for your support and your prayers! I appreciate it so much! May God bless you and protect 

you!  

 

Yours,  

Sara-Lena 

 
My work is based on donations. If you want to support Pag-Asa financially, you can transfer the money 

to the following bank account. You can also use the QR-Code or PayPal to donate. If you would like 
to receive a donation receipt, please send your address to Globe Mission 

(claudia.vogel@globemission.org). 

 

 

 

https://life-in-missions.wixsite.com/pag-asa/

